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President’s Message; Ukrainian
Student Leaders Working Together
Olena Kit, McMaster University

I have always admired the
Ukrainian sense of community in Canada
because there are many different ways for
students to get involved within many
different communities. There are over 20
Ukrainian Students’ Organizations at post-
secondary institutions across Canada, in
which hundreds of students participate.
Furthermore, Ukrainian language schools,
dance troupes, music ensembles, church
groups, and youth associations are just some
of the numerous examples of student
involvement and leadership opportunities.

Thus far, the SUSK National Executive and
I have been hard at work attempting to
bridge the gaps between these different
groups. This is an effort to establish a better
connected Ukrainian community of which
we as students, regardless of our specific
involvement, can all find a sense of
belonging. 1 believe the role of SUSK is to
act in this capacity. We must bring these
students together, not only to build our
shared community but also to solidify a

student voice into a cohesive entity.

As we usher in a new year by gathering our
family and friends, several Ukrainian
customs are joyfully continued across
Canada. These traditions are the heart of
the Ukrainian community because it
strengthens the celebration of our culture
and language. As the Ukrainian Canadian
Students’ Union we should be constantly
striving to build a community that is
inclusive, engaging, and dynamic while still
maintaining our roots. This is our purpose
and one I intend to achieve.

How do you see your Ukrainian Students’
Organization, group, or ensemble fitting
into the larger Ukrainian community in
Canada? Your ideas and perspectives are
more than welcome and I would be thrilled
to discuss your thoughts on the matter.

- Olena Kit
president@susk.ca
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Kateryna Ivanchenko, University of Ottawa
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- Kateryna Ivanchenko
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7 Adriana Sirskyj, University of Ottawa
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It was that special time of year again; the
wonderful aromas and unique sounds of
Ukrainian Christmas filled the homes of
many families. The University of Ottawa
Ukrainian Students' Club was particularly
enthusiastic and eager in going kolyaduvaty
(carolling) for their second annual kolyada.

Despite being faced with icy weather on
several occasions, the University of Ottawa
Ukrainian Students’ Club was extremely
successful in their kolyada this Christmas
season. The funds raised will largely be
going towards supporting Dzherelo, a
children’s rehabilitation center in Lviv,
Ukraine. The U of O USC is delighted to
continue the caroling tradition, as a means
of raising funds for a very special and
deserving organization in Ukraine. We look
forward to continuing this annual tradition

for many years to come!

The University of Ottawa Ukrainian
Students’” Club would like to warmly thank
all the students who attended this year’s
kolyada, as well as all the families who
welcomed us into their home and supported

our fundraising efforts this Christmas
season.

Feel free to visit our club website for

pictures and videos of our kolyada at
www.uofoukrainians.webs.com.

We can also be contacted on our Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/suskOttawa.

Z Novym Rokom!
See you all next year

- Adriana Sirskyj

SUSK Celebrates International
Human Rights Day

International Human Rights Day
was on December 10, 2011. The Universal
Declaration of Human Rights declares a
powerful idea: “All human beings are born
free and equal in dignity and rights”. These
words are the premise of international
human rights law establishing that human
rights are universal, yet they are not

universally accepted.
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The Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union
(SUSK) opposes acts of discrimination,
exclusion, oppression, and violence and
honours all human rights defenders who

work towards freedom, justice, and peace.

SUSK strongly disagrees with the current
Ukrainian Government’s actions of
harassing and intimidating the Ukrainian
academic community and infringing on the
autonomy of academic institutions.
Primarily, these actions have been focused
on historians who draw attention to

Ukrainian national sentiment relative to

Soviet oppression.

In light of recent events in Ukraine,
including the apparent politically motivated
arrest of former Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko and concerns of lack of
transparency in her hearings and trials
which do not comply with the
jurisprudence of the European Court of
Human Rights, as well as the recent
Holodomor Awareness Day and the

opening of an exhibit as part of recognition
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of Canada’s First National Internment
Operation, SUSK recognizes them because
of their distinct contribution and value to

human rights education.

Holodomor Awareness at the
University of Western Ontario
Danylo Kostruba, UWO

November 18th, 1932: The
Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Ukraine began applying stricter
grain collectivization methods in select
villages which were considered to be
underperforming in grain output. The
farmers were required to return any extra
grain they previously earned when meeting
targets, being forced to part with the grain

by state police and Soviet armed forces.

November 18th, 2011: Seventy-nine years
later, the Ukrainian Students’ Club at the
University of Western Ontario held its third
annual Holodomor Awareness day in the
University Community Centre (UCC). The
project was part of an initiative by the 2009
club executive, under the presidency of
Illina Frankiv, to educate the UWO student
body about the Holodomor.

The commemorative exhibit Holodomor:
Famine by Genocide from the League of
Ukrainian Canadians (LUC) was displayed
in the main forum of the UCC and drew
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the attention of many students, professors

and tour groups.

Left to Right: Lyuba Lytvyn, Tanya
Hussar, Danylo Kostruba, Ana
Ostapchuk, Peter Nahirny

The executive and club members were able
to answer questions such as: “Why have I
not heard about this?”, “Who orchestrated
such an event?” and “Where can I get more
information?”. Those who showed more
interest were directed to websites and
organizations involved with raising
awareness about the Genocide.After
informing students on the horrors of the
Holodomor, Ana Ostapchuk, Danylo
Kostruba, Diana Stepczuk, Bohdan
Zariczniak and Alaxandra Lazar had the
opportunity to attend Fr. Edward Danylo
Evanko’s Holodomor: Murder By

Starvation later that night at the Grand

Theatre in London.

Another ongoing project is an annual, two-
week display of selected posters from LUC’s
publication in the D.B. Weldon Library.
With the help of Elizabeth Mantz, the
posters were on display from November 15-
30th. Interested students were granted
access to the library’s extensive selection on
Soviet history as well as other publications
on the Holodomor. The club executive
would like to thank all those who helped
make the Holodomor Awareness events
successful this year. In particular we thank
Elizabeth Mantz for her continued support
at the Weldon Library, Lindsay Harris for
her guidance as Student Organizations
Events Services Officer and Emily
Vereshchak for helping set up the exhibit in
the UCC. The executive would also like to
thank Buduchnist Credit Union, Peter
Kryworuk, Mykola Wasylko, Jim Kozak
and Lew Figol, as without their help, these

events would not be possible.

If you would like to learn more about the
UWO Ukrainian Students’ Club and its

projects or events, email the executive at

ukienews@gmail.com.

- Danylo Kostruba
Vice President, vp@susk.ca
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In the Eyes of a Child...
Julia Fediw, University of Western Ontario

“I kept looking out of the window,
wondering when they would come back.
They are my parents, they have to come
back for me, did they forget ’'m here? They
will be back, they will! But days turned into
years, I would look from the orphanage
window and see kids with their parents pass
by, they would fall down and their parents
would pick them up and kiss and hug them.
When I fall down, I get in trouble for
ruining my clothes, I only have one pair. If I
cry, I get yelled at “stop crying! Why are
you crying?!” The safest place for you here
when you cry, is under your bed, alone, but

don’t make noise, cry silently!

il
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That “hug”, what is one? I only know the
word but no idea to how it feels. I imagine
it feels like love, whatever that feels like. I
always think about these things, like hugs,
and love, how nice it must be for those kids,
to go to their home, a place they will be
safe, and loved always. They don’t have to
try to be perfect always, they can make
mistake, and still be loved. I have to be
perfect; I have to so that when a Western
couple comes to look to adopt a child, I
may, may get picked. If I'm perfect, all the
time, I just may deserve... earn a family.
Obviously, there is something wrong with
me, my parents left me here, the people
who are supposed to love you the most in
the world left me here, so I must be awful,
horrible, and stupid. I have to work to be

perfect, then maybe someone will want me.

When my stomach isn’t aching because we
don’t have enough food, I think about
which orphanage I will go to next, or will I
be moved to an asylum, that’s where the
sick kids go. Am I sick? Or am I just
hungry? I don’t know. When I was 5 I was
moved from the only home I ever knew, my
original orphanage where I grew up, to a
new one, for “older” kids. This one was
worse; we have more kids and less food. We
are with some kids who are very sick, they

can’t get up sometimes, the nurses yell “we




January 2012, Volume 54, Issue 4

hfr‘ Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union

have no medication, be quiet!” What else
can the nurses do, they don’t have any

medication.

My favourite book in our orphanage is the
one with the last page, where the family is
together and underneath it reads “happily
ever after”....although I am old enough to
know better, I still sit by the orphanage
window, hoping someone will come for me,

hoping for my “happily ever after. “

The above is my description seen from the
eyes of an abandoned child in a Ukrainian
orphanage. I am very passionate about this
cause, and through my research of mental,
physical, emotional trauma which can be
caused by any child being abandoned, in
combination with my research of conditions
of Ukrainian orphanages, this is my
interpretation of a child left alone. I feel
sometimes it is easier to look the other way

than to really think deeply of children in

need.

I hope my story has started some
conversation or interest in this issue, and
hope that it also has encouraged some of the
cultural groups, who don’t already, to
include discussions of mistreatment of
children in orphanages in Ukraine as part of
their activities, and to seek out ways to help,
even if it’s a small, it’s still important. I also
hope it helps people understand and, see
from a child’s eye, what it’s like to grow up
alone, enough to encourage everyone who is
lucky enough to have a loving family, to

help kids at least have a better life for now.
- Julia Fediw

Inauguration of Canada’s First
Internment Interpretive — Center at
Spirit Lake with Government

Representatives

Artem Lubovy, McGill University

La Ferme, Quebec: The historic
inauguration of Camp Spirit Lake
Internment Interpretative Centre, the first
such Centre to be established in Canada,
took place on November 24 in La Ferme,
near Amos, Quebec. Representatives of the
Government of Canada took part in the
official opening, affirming the significance
of the Centre as well as giving recognition
to the entire region of Abitibi-
Témiscamingue and the Province of
Quebec. Their participation also
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acknowledged the outstanding contribution
of the Camp Spirit Lake Corporation,
chaired by James Slobodian of Rouyn
Noranda, in creating this unique museum.

The Centre tells the story of the Spirit Lake
internment site, which was the second
largest of the 24 internment camps
established across Canada during World
War One. Over 1,200 immigrants, mainly
Ukrainians, were unjustly interned here as
“enemy aliens” between 1915 and 1917,
during Canada’s first national internment
operations of 1914 - 1920. Many were
taken from Montreal and surrounding areas,
a connection which has made Sprit Lake
part of the collective memory of many
families in Quebec.

Internees hauling in stove wood at the
Spirit Lake, Quebec internment camp.

The Centre is housed in the converted
former St. Viateur Church in La Ferme.
Built in 1940, the church was entirely
constructed from the original stone walls

that existed at the Spirit Lake internment

site. The huge stones were chiseled and
transported to build the existing two-feet-
thick structure now comprising the museum
with its unique symbolic authenticity. The
stone walls once stared at, sat on, touched
by internees and their guards, are now
reclaimed for posterity.

Mr. Slobodian, who steered the entire
project for many years, its construction
through to its opening, with his dedicated
team of volunteers, officially opened the
ceremony in three languages, French,
English and Ukrainian. Over 100 invited

gUCStS were in attendance.

Hon. Jason Kenney, Minister of
Citizenship, Immigration and
Multiculturalism, the evening’s first speaker,
provided background information
concerning the Federal Government’s
establishment of the Canadian First World
War Internment Recognition Fund through
which partial funding of the Interpretative
Centre is being provided. Minister Kenney
stated that internment was a blow to the
internees’ dignity, trust and hope, and a
betrayal of our rule of law. He further said
that Ottawa’s failure to distinguish between
loyal Canadians and potential dissidents led
to the injustice and tragedy of internment
policy. “We now see the great fruits of the
Canadian First World War Internment
Recognition Fund in this Interpretative
Centre. Through that $10M contribution
fund, we are seeing the good that is being
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done here... let us pledge never to forget or
to let the memory die.”

Member of Parliament, James Bezan
(Selkirk-Interlake, Manitoba),
acknowledged the work of Prime Minister
Steven Harper and Minister Jason Kenney
in the recognition of a past wrong that
needed to be addressed. Mr. Bezan
mentioned that his grandfather arrived in
Canada in 1908, and when World War I
broke out, his “dido”, along with thousands
of other Ukrainians, had to report to the
North West Mounted Police on a weekly
basis, or face being interned and sent to a
work camp in isolated parts of Canada. He
added that the World Warl internment was
“a sad mark in Canadian history, one that

was ignored for so long”.

Andriy Hladyshevsky, Q.C., president of
the Shevchenko Foundation which
administers the Recognition Fund spoke
about how the First World War
Recognition Fund was established, and the
importance of knowing the internment
story. He stated that he took great pride in
seeing the Interpretative Centre realized

with the help of the largest support grant
allocated by the Fund, and that the funds

designated towards the Interpretative
Center were effectively utilized. He
commented the project’s realization
surpassed all his expectations and will now
serve as a barometer for future endeavors.

Representing the Government of Canada
were also Members of Parliament Peter
Goldring (Edmonton East, Alberta), vice-
chair of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary
Friendship Group; Bernard Trottier
(Etobicoke-Lakeshore, Ontario); and
Christine Moore (Abitibi-Témiscamingue,
Quebec). In a news release, Mr. Goldring
stated, “Many countries of the world today
conceal or refuse to admit their historical
misdeeds to their citizens... Canada not
only faces up to its past, but contributed
resources, as it has done here, so that past
government wrongdoings are memorialized.
That way future generations can see, learn
and hopefully not repeat such tragedies.”

In a sense of togetherness, prayers were said
in memory of the internment victims buried
in the Spirit Lake cemetery, by
representatives of three religious
denominations including Monseigneur
Gilles Lemay, Roman Catholic Bishop of
the Diocese of Amos with Rev. Robert
Lalonde, the former priest of the St. Viateur
Church; Rev. Theofan Heto of Kirkland
Lake, Ontario representing Bishop Stephen
Chmilar of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy
of Toronto; Rev. Volodymyr Kouchnir,
Dean of the Montreal-Ottawa District of
the Orthodox Church of Canada,
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representing Bishop Andriy of the Eastern
Eparchy; and Rev. Dr. Thor Kutash of St.
Mary the Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox
Church in Montreal, also representing the
Ukrainian National Federation of Canada,
Taras Pidzamecky, national president. The
brief service ended in the singing of the
deeply touching “Vichnaya Pamyat”
(Eternal Memory).

Among other guests present were: Taras
Zalucky, executive director of the Ukrainian
Canadian Congress (UCC) representing
Pavlo Grod, national president; Zorianna
Hrycenko-Luhova, president of UCC
Montreal branch and Quebec Provincial




