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President’s Message
Olena Kit, McMaster University

I am about to finish my fourth and
final year of my undergraduate degree at
McMaster  University, where 1  have
accomplished my most impressive academic
work, written dozens of essays and exams,
involved myself in a variety of extracurricular
activities, and also  rediscovered my
Ukrainian identity by joining the Ukrainian

students' organization on campus.

We all have our own unique medley of
capability and incapability. We won’t all be
straight A students, star athletes, or club
presidents. But what we can be is a group of
people at post secondary institutions across
Canada that is passionate about being
Ukrainian regardless of whether we are
Catholic or Orthodox; CYM, CYMK,
MUNO or Plast; born in Eastern Europe or
North America.

Passion. The one emotion you should not
live without while being a Ukrainian student
in Canada. Be passionate about your
Ukrainian roots, history, language, and
traditions, and these years as a student will

not only be complete with challenges and
memories, it will also help you preserve and
promote our vibrant Ukrainian Canadian
culture.

Olena Kit, SUSK President
president@susk.ca

A Case of Equivocated Democracy,
Ukraine’s Bitter Trial
Kateryna Ivanchenko, University of Ottawa

On October 11" a Kyiv court
sentenced Ukraine’s most prominent leader
of opposition, who is also the country’s
former Prime Minister, to seven years in jail.
A sentence that is only recognized as
illegitimate and politically motivated in the
rest of the democratic world, accuses
Tymoshenko for exceeding her authority in
spearheading a natural gas deal with Russia.
This verdict is the final shot in the face of
democracy that has never truly manifested
itself. The consequences are dire — the
country’s only chance that took nearly
twenty-one years to ascend, the “Association

Agreement” with the European Union, is

A%
A\




Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union

November 2011, Volume 54, Issue 3

Mt

the domestic political balance in favour of

fleeting. While EU leverage can tip

liberal democracy, Ukraine will witness the
pendulum swing further in the opposite

direction.

Unsurprisingly, upon imprisonment of
Tymoshenko, Yanukovych’s visit to Brussels
to further the “Association Agreement” has
been called off. Ukraine is forced to seek a
revival of its relations with Russia, to survive
economically and satisfy its hunger for much

holds in

Russia

resources

necessary

abundance.

With open arms Russia will accept Ukraine’s
further descent into economic dependence in
exchange for a discount on gas prices, with a
modest condition to set aside the idea of
European integration, and join the newly

proposed Moscow-led trade block.

A step in either direction will have its costs
and consequences. Freeing Tymoshenko and

reinforcing relations with the EU will pave

Ukraine’s way to democratic consolidation.
Without a doubt, the release of Tymoshenko
is a step in the right direction, but are the
consequences of spoiling an already hostile
primary
partner in pursuit of European accession, too

relation, with Ukraine’s trade
dire? An undeniable link ties Ukraine and
Russia through time and space. But has this
relationship always been a positive one for
Ukraine? Evidently not. It is not necessary to
bring up Holodomor, to get the point across,
but it is the most drastic of examples of the

which  this

disproportionately disadvantages Ukraine.

extent  to relationship
Drawing from the recent past, consider this:
cutting off heat in the midst of winter in
millions of homes to simply get a point
across. Evidently a portrayal of a stable and
reciprocally beneficial relationship at its

best...

Dwelling on that and the prospect of a
dark and dire
consider  the

standpoint of an average Ukrainian. Let’s put

further derailment to

authoritarianism, let’s
ourselves in the shoes of those who decisively
took a stand in defense of democracy seven
years ago. Tens of thousands of people who
Khreschatyk
Ukraine rise from its knees and hoped to see

it takeoff,

pathologies once and for all. At what point

resisted  injustice on saw

leaving behind post-Soviet
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ft did we lose the hope? Why did we

let go of the momentum of that newfound
The

supposed to have been a proud chapter of

freedom? Orange Revolution was
our history. It was supposed to have marked
the ending of our totalitarian past and paved

the way to our democratic future.

Seven years later, we see our values and
democracy on trial once again. We are
seduced by Russia’s promises of stability and
frightened by European Union’s lack thereof.
In the meantime in Ukraine, corruption is
absurd, freedom is silenced and people are
hopeless. Yet, we are not where we have
started seven years ago. “Association and
Free Trade Agreement” between Ukraine
and the European Union is within our reach,
thereby a hope to solidify our independence
and democracy for good. Let not the light of
compromise shed the prospect of the fight
for what is right. Decisively, collectively we

are to take a stance, to embrace freedom and
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independence, accept the temporary setback
it prescribes, and manifest a brighter future
for tomorrow. Ukraine’s citizens cannot
afford to see the sunset over freedom, dignity
and greatness, and for decades retrieve into
the familiar darkness of authoritarianism. For
all the reasons that united us seven years ago,
are all there still. “What seems to us as bitter

trials are often blessings in disguise” (Oscar

Wilde).
- Kateryna Ivanchenko

A Showcase of SUSK History: “Student”
Digitizing Project
Mila Luchak, University of Alberta

Flipping through old and slightly

—

tattered “Student/r ’ ’ magazine issues
dating back several decades is certainly eye
opening. You will find articles on topics that
vary from being strongly political to purely
light-hearted, such as documenting the
protests that student groups held over the
imprisonment of Soviet dissident and human
rights activist Valentyn Moroz to notices
regarding the “Garlic Recipe Contest”. Page
after page, one can see the rich history SUSK
has held since 1953, and the passion for
being Ukrainian Canadian is evident in every

issue.
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publication and means of communication

“Student” has been the primary

among student groups in the Ukrainian
(SUSK).
Although the more recent publications have
been digitized and are available on the SUSK

website, decades of issues remain in hard

Canadian  Students’  Union

copy form. There runs a risk that many of
these issues could be damaged or lost, losing
the rich and thorough documentation of
SUSK history.

During the 53" National SUSK Congress in
Ottawa a resolution was carried emphasizing
the importance “to preserve materials that
were published and were substantial to the
success of “Student” and that the incoming
the

Executive continue with “Student”

digitization project.

Therefore, issues of “Student” are currently
being digitized at the University of Alberta in
Edmonton. The goal is to have every issue
accessible and archived online for students

and alumni to search and read.

Digitizing “Student” will not only preserve
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hard copy issues that are deteriorating in
py g

quality but will also serve as a resource for

current SUSK executive and members.

Searching the issues online will enable quick

access to read on particular people and
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historical events pertaining directly to SUSK
or beyond, with Canada Ukraine relations.
the

opportunity to read on various opinion

Furthermore, alumni will have

= ¥ = 25cENTS
Cannda’s Newspaper for Ukrainian Students !

TAJETA YKPATHCAEOTD CTY LEATCTBA KARALR

pieces and reminisce their SUSK days.

However, such a project involves a
significant amount of time in order to
carefully scan each issue and archive the
publications in an organized fashion. SUSK
would like to extend a sincere thank you to
Jars Balan (a former SUSK president) for
providing his collection of issues and to Peter

Holloway (Peter and Doris Kule Centre for
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University of Alberta) for his assistance with
The

of Ukrainian Studies at

Canadian
the
University of Alberta has also provided

technological  logistics.

Institute

immense support from the initial stages of

the project.

2011-2012 SUSK
members Stephan Bociurkiw (VP Finance)
and Mila Luchak (VP Western Region) are

compiling and scanning “Student” issues. If

Currently, executive

you have any suggestions to offer regarding

the project, please feel free to contact SUSK.

Mila Luchak
SUSK VP West

vp-west@susk.ca

Stephan Bociurkiw
SUSK VP Finance
treasurer@susk.ca

Life After Undergrad; Finding Meaning in
the Workplace
Olenka Reshitnyk, University of Ottawa

My name is Olenka Reshitnyk. I
am 22 years old. I come from a culturally
strong Ukrainian family of five and I am the
youngest of three sisters. I am a recent
graduate of the University of Ottawa’s
Communications program, with a minor in
Business.

As a Ukrainian Ottawa Native, [ was an
active member of the Ukrainian Scouting
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Organization, PLAST. I have been, and
continue to be, an active member of the
Ukrainian-Canadian across
Canada by SUSK
Congresses, attending Ukrainian “Zabavas”
(dances/galas), Ukrainian festivals and taking

community
participating  in

part in the University of Ottawa Students’
Club activities. I also had previously lived in
Kyiv, Ukraine in 2009 and worked at the
Canadian Embassy in Ukraine.

I have always been proud of my Ukrainian
roots and now more than ever I have the
ability to have an impact in the Ukrainian
Canadian community. I graduated from the
University of Ottawa this past spring (2011)
and, at the time, I had a Government job
awaiting me. However, due to a lack of
practice in my French language, I was unable
to attain the position and lost the job. At the
time, I felt completely lost. I did not want to
start off my new adult life without a job.

Then the unthinkable happened. In May of
this past spring, I attended the SUSK
Congress here in Ottawa. I met Taras
Zalusky, the Executive Director of the
Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC). He
had given a seminar on UCC and spoke
about a position they were opening up for a
graduate student to work for them. Soon
after he spoke, I introduced myself and I
knew right then and there, I wanted that job.

I began my summer by moving to Jonquiere,
Quebec to take French at the Cégep. I
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that Government job I had so easily lost by
two marks in the French testing. Between
learning French and enjoying my summer
off, I met with Taras and we spoke about the
option of me working for UCC. And once
August came around, I was hired.

I joined the UCC Ottawa office as
Coordinator of Stakeholder relations. As
Coordinator of Stakeholder Relations, I
provide Administrative support for the Board
and Executive Committee, assist with written
public communications, and help with event
planning and implementing the current
fundraising plan. This fall, I have worked on
following events, Ukrainian Day on the Hill
(in Ottawa) to commemorate 120 years of
Ukrainian settlement in Canada and The
Stephen Harper Tribute (in Toronto) where
the Prime Minister of Canada, the Hon.
Stephen Harper, was given the highest award
in the Ukrainian-Canadian community, The
Taras Shevchenko Medallion. Through these
experiences, 1 have had the honour of
meeting so many wonderful people from the
House of Commons and individuals in our
Ukrainian community in Canada.

I could have never gotten to where I am
today if it wasn’t for organizations like SUSK
and UCC that bring various Ukrainian
Canadian organizations together as one.
They have helped me get involved and meet
individuals who have helped me further my
goals and aspirations. I have not only been
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able to improve my own work experience
and skills, but I've been able to give back to
the Ukrainian Canadian community that has
had, and continues to have an impact on my
life and has helped me become the individual
I am today.

- Olenka Reshitnyk

The Forum of Ukrainian Youth in the
Diaspora in Kyiv
Olena Kit, McMaster University
Ukrainian  youth leaders from
around the world travelled to Kyiv at the end
of August for the Forum of Ukrainian Youth
in the Diaspora. The forum is the first of its
kind since Ukraine gained its independence
twenty years ago. It brought together 50

representatives from 30 countries from Asia,
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Australia, Europe, and North
America. Organizers of the forum included
the “Conference of Ukrainian Youth

Organizations (KUMO)” of the Ukrainian
World Congress,
Movement”, a youth organization based in
Ukraine.

and “Young People’s

The

conference

forum was comprised of several

meetings,  workshops  on
fundraising, project management, and public
relations, as well as excursions to Kaniv,
Chyhyryn, and through Kyiv. During the
forum, delegates met with prominent
political and social figures of Ukraine such as
Mykola Tomenko, Deputy of Ukraine of

Verkhovna Rada; Borys Tarasyuk, Chairmen

of the Committee on European Integration
of Verkhovna Rada; and Oleh Tyahnybok,
leader of All Ukrainian Union “Freedom”.

P e

All the delegates of the Forum of Ukrainian Youth in the Diaspor

For many in the young diaspora the priority

is to establish Ukraine as a democratic nation

state with a transparent government. Many
of the delegates expressed their protest
against the political reappraisal against Yulia
Tymoshenko and other representatives of the
opposition. Youth in the diaspora are
encouraged to follow such events in Ukraine,
recognize them as a violation of human
rights, and to actively defend the national
interests of Ukraine, which are to preserve its
national identity.

The
Diaspora analyzed a variety of problems and
adopted various projects such as creating a

Forum of Ukrainian Youth in the

cooperation between the Conference of
Ukrainian Youth Organizations (KUMO)
and relevant ministries in Ukraine and
creating a networking tool using new
technologies to develop a data base for
contacts and various communication
capabilities. This database
would also be used to

inform  Ukrainians in

Ukraine and in the
diaspora  about events
occurring worldwide.

Further, delegates of the
Forum of Ukrainian

Youth in the Diaspora

agreed  that  holding
annual forums,
conferences, and

meetings for Ukrainian
youth will strengthen our

and the

implementation of joint projects between

community allow for
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and in Ukraine.

youth organization in the diaspora

The forum itself was rich and acted as a great
environment for desires, dreams, and future
achievements on cooperation of youth
organizations in the Ukrainian diaspora.
Now we must develop cooperation in other
between  the
organizations of the diaspora and with

areas,  mainly youth
organizations in Ukraine. And fortunately
for the younger generation, the modern
world provides all the resources; we just need

to use them.

The Ukrainian diaspora is becoming one of
the largest communities in the world. They
are the Ukrainians who remain Ukrainian at
heart, who are willing towards a better
Ukraine, yet they do not ask for anything in
return. However, a large problem is that
Ukrainians living in Ukraine are not
informed much about Ukrainians in the

diaspora.

Throughout the week long forum, identity

preservation problems in the diaspora were
uncovered. The assimilation of identities and
the loss of Ukrainian identity are more
prevalent  amongst newly  emigrated
Ukrainians. Unfortunately, many of these
Ukrainians prefer to forget or not advertise

their Ukrainian nationality. This problem

Canadian Delegates at the Forum with Dr. Hawrylyshn. (Left to Right: Adrie
Sirskyj of Ottawa(PLAST), Natalie Witiuk of Toronto(MUNO), Dr. Bohdar
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Hawrylyshyn, Olen&it of Hamilton(SUSK), Kristin Glover of Toronto(MUNC(
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