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SUSK and SUSTA Honour the Memory of Students at the
Battle of Kruty

The Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union (SUSK) and the Federation of Ukrainian
Student Organizations of America (SUSTA) encourage their member Ukrainian
Students’ Organizations to honour the memory of the brave, young students who lost
their lives at the Battle of Kruty in January 1918. As active Canadian and American
students of Ukrainian descent, we understand and appreciate the value of freedom — a
fundamental human right that is severely under threat in present-day Ukraine. We also
understand and appreciate the often unique role young people have played in pivotal
events and movements throughout Ukraine’s history — a trend that is not likely to end
soon. For these reasons, we ought to respect the heroic acts of the students who
defended Ukrainian independence at the Battle of Kruty — may their memory be eternal.

Included in this release is a brief summary of the Battle of Kruty, links to videos
available on Youtube, and a poem about the Battle written by Pavlo Tychyna, which
may be useful resources for Kruty commemorations and discussions.

Brief Summary: The Battle of Kruty

In the chaos of the Ukrainian revolution in the early 20th century, students were hastily
organized into brigades for military resistance in order to protect the Ukrainian state. On
January 29, 1918, about 300 students of the 1st Kyivan Junior School named after
Bohdan Khmelnytsky defended Ukraine from Bolshevik troops. Despite having almost
no military training and a shortage of ammunition and weapons, students, and 80
volunteers from a local unit of the Free Cossacks, were able to halt the attack of 4,000
Red Army soldiers. Unfortunately, the students were eventually captured by the Red
Army, tortured, and shot.

According to eyewitnesses, during the shooting of 27 students, a grade 7 student began
singing "Ukraine has not yet perished...", and within seconds all of them were singing
our national anthem. Imagine that — a grade 7 student. The students who defended Kyiv
sacrificed their lives for the right to live in an independent Ukraine. In honouring these
heroes, we must remember that they fought for us, and so in turn we must defend our
nation’s independence. May the words of our national anthem: "body and soul we'll lay
down for our freedom," become the national idea of all those who are fighting for
Ukraine today. It is in this way that we may thank the students for their heroic deed at
Kruty.
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Documentary Film: Ykpaina: 3abyma Icmopis — Kpymu — Monoda Kpos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0vMF7Vho8B8

A Clip about Kruty for Students
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xiiyWBAI3w

“To the Memory of the Thirties”

At the Askold Cemetery
They were buried,

The thirty martyrs-Ukrainians,
The glorious young...

At the Askold Cemetery

The Ukrainian bloom! —

By the bloody roadway

For us to follow into the world.

Onto whom has dared to rise
The betrayer’s hand?

Sun is blooming, wind is playing
And the Dnieper-river...

Against whom has Cain committed?
O, Lord, punish them!

Over everything they loved

It was their loved land.

They died in the New Testament
With the glory of saints.

At the Askold Cemetery

They were buried.

- Pavlo Tychyna.

Christine Czoli Artem Chaplynsky

SUSK President SUSK Director of External Relations
Larysa Hlukha Oksana Redko

SUSTA President SUSTA Vice-President
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CYCK ta CYCTA BwaHoBYyTb namMm’aTb 'epoiB KpyT

Coto3 YkpaiHcbkux CtygeHTiB KaHagu (CYCK) ta Coto3 YkpaiHCbknx CTyAeHTCbKUX
ToBapucte Amepukn (CYCTA) 3a0X04ytoTb CBOI YKpaiHCbKI CTYQEHTCbKi opraHisauil
BLLUAHYBaTN Nam'ATb BiABaXXHWX, MOJTIOAMX CTYAEHTIB, SKi BTPATUNM CBOE XUTTA y OUTBI
nig Kpytamu y cidni 1918 poky. byayum akTUBHUMU KaHAACLKMMU | aMepPUKaHCbKUMU
CTyAeHTaMW YKpaiHCbKOro NOXO4KEHHS, MM PO3yMIEMO i LiHyemo cesoboay,
dyHOaMeHTanbHe NpaBo NIANHN, AKe Hapasi € nig 3arpo3oto B YKpaiHi. Mu Takox
PO3YMIEMO i LIHYEMO YHiKanbHY posib SKY 3irpany Monogi noaun y A0SIEHOCHUX Nogisx i
pyxax NpoTsrom BCiel icTopil YKpaiHu. 3 uMx NpuynH, Mmn 3060B'A3aHi NoBaXxaTn repoiyHi
aKTW CTYAEHTIB, LLO 3axuLann He3anexHictb YkpaiHu y 6oto nig Kpytamu. BivHa
nam’aTb.

Y ubOoMy npec-penisi MM Hagaemo KopoTkun onuc 6oto nig Kpytamu, nocunaHHs Ha
Bieo, AoCTyNHUX Ha Youtube, i Bipw npo 6uTtey HanucaHum Naenom TuumHoto. Lle €
KOPUCHI pecypcu Ans BlaHyBaHHA nam’aTti Mepois KpyT.

lpo bid nid Kpymamu:

Y xaoci ykpaiHCbKOT peBontoLii Ha novaTky 20 cTopivys, Ans 3axXMCTy Hawol
BaTbKiBLLMHK, Bynn WBMAKO chOPMOBaHI KypeHi CTy4eHTIB 41151 BIACbKOBOrO CNpoTUBY.
29 ciuHg, 1918 poky, 6nm3abko 300 ctygeHTiB 1-i KWIBCbKOT FOHKEPCBKOT LLKOMNW iMEHI
borgaHa XMenbHULBLKOro cTanu Ha 3axmcT YKpaiHu Big OinbwoBuubkol opan. He
OTPMMaBLLM MaIXKe XOOHOI BINCbLKOBOI MiAroTOBKK, 3 HecTa4veto 6boenpunacis Ta 36poi,
CTyAeHTH, Ta we 6nmsbko 80 gobpososnbLiB 3 Nigpo3ainis Mmicuesoro BinlbHOro
Ko3auTBa, 3MOrfM CTpUMaTN HACTyN YOTUPBLOX TUCAY YepBOHOapMiInLiB! BoHM CBOED
KpoB'to BuboptoBanu cobi npaBo Ha xu1TTa y HesanexHin Ykpaini! Ha xanb, cTygeHTu
Oynu 3axonneHi 6inbwoBuKamu, ix KaTyBanu i po3cTpinsnu.

3a cnoBamu ouyeBuaUIB, Nig Yac po3cTpiny 27 CTyAEHTIB, y4€Hb 7-ro Kracy noyas
cniatu “LLle He BMepna YkpaiHa...”, 3a Kifnbka cekyHOy BCi CTYAEHTU Niaxonunu cnis
Haworo HauioHanbHoro NmMHy. 3agymanTtecs, ue 6yB y4yeHb 7-ro knacy. CTygeHTu, sKi
3axuwanu Kuis, Bigaanu CBOE XUTTH 3a NPaBO XUTK Y He3anexHin YkpaiHi.
BwaHoByoun uux repois, M1 NOBUHHI NaM’aTaT, WO BOHM BOponuca 3a Hac, ToMy, Y
CBOIO Yepry, M/ MOBUHHI BiABaXXHO 3aXuLLaTV HaLly He3anexXHiCTb.

Hexawn cnosa HaLoro HauioHanbHOro riMHy: "AyLy 1 Tiflo MU NOMOXUM 3a Hally
csoboay", CTaHyTb rOMOBHOK HaLiOHaNbHOM iaeet BCix 6opuiB 3a YKpaiHy i CbOroaHi.
Lle 6yae Hankpalloo NOASAKOK 3a TOW NoABUr, WO 3pobunu cTygeHTn Ha ctaHuil KpyTu.
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LokymeHmarnbHuUU inbm: YkpaiHa: S3abyma Icmopisi - Kpymu - Monoda Kpoe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0vMF7Vho8B8

Knin npo Kpymu dnsi cmydeHmie
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xiiyWBAI3w

"Mam'ami mpudusmu"”

Ha Ackonbgosin moruni
NoxoBanu X —

TpuauaTb MyYHiB yKpaiHLiB,
CnaBHUX, MONOAUX. ..

Ha Ackonbaosin moruni
YKpaiHCbkum UBIT! —
Mo kpuBasin no Aoposi
Hawm itn y cBiT.

Ha koro nocmina 3HATUCb
3pagHuka pyka? —
KBuTHe coHue, rpae BiTep
| Hinpo-pika...

Ha koro 3aB3sBcs KaiH?
Boxe, nokapan! —
MNoHan Bce BOHWU nobunu
CBin KOxaHu Kpan.

Bmepnn B Hosim 3anosiTi
3 cnaBol CBATUX. —

Ha Ackonbgosin moruni
MoxoBanu ix.

- MaBno TuyuHa.

XpuctuHa Yonin ApTem YannuHcbkui

Mpe3ngeHt CYCK OupekTop 3oBHiWHix BigHocuH CYCK
INNapuca Nyxa Oxkcana Pegbko

MpesngeHt CYCTA 3actynHuk MNpesngeHta CYCTA
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