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President’s Message

On behalf of the SUSK Executive and Ukrainian
Students in Canada I am pleased to greet you as well
as the rest of the Ukrainian community in Canada
and around the world as Ukraine marks its 18th year
of independence. In the past 18 years Ukraine has
achieved very much and continues to grow and pros-
per. We as student’s of Ukrainian origin are very for-
tunate that Ukrainian Independence was won within
our generation; however that comes with responsi-
bility to continue to support its struggle in develop-
ing its political and economic integrity and comes
with the responsibility not to let it revert to anything
less. Congratulations to Ukraine on its 18th birthday,
you can now legally drink in your own country, now
you just have to move out of mother Russia’s home.

In opinion, the coming year looks promising, with
SUSK making significant progress since its revival
in 2007. The apparent resurgence of strength in the
local and national Ukrainian student organizations is
particularly encouraging. The group of individuals
who form this year’s National SUSK Executive have
the qualities and energy to make the endless potential
of a great upcoming year, a reality.

From my experiences working in University of
Alberta’s Ukrainian Student’s Society, a good year
is always aided by a fully active SUSK executive.

There have been many misconceptions about SUSK
and what it actually does, which can create chal-
lenges for the organization. This misunderstanding
should not become an excuse that leads to a lack of
support for SUSK activities, but more information
must be put out about SUSK’s objectives and ac-
tions. This lack of information about SUSK has been
felt by many generations of Ukrainians in Canada.
SUSK’s main objectives are to provide wide
support for each individual club’s activities in vari-
ous Canadian universities, promote co-operation
between clubs and mobilize Ukrainian students in
Canada when major issues arise. SUSK works in the
general interest of the entire community and there-
fore deserves community support. Regardless if you
are Orthodox or
Catholic, a Plastun
or Cymivets, a Ca-
nadian born Ukrai-
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in the past have included, lobbying the federal gov-
ernment to formulate and develop multicultural pol-
icy, actions to encourage multilingual broadcasting,
pushing for bilingual English-Ukrainian language
programs in elementary schools, as well as pushing
for various Ukrainian courses at post-secondary in-
stitutions across Canada.

Historically, students have always been the pro-
ponents of change, as each new generation critically
re-evaluates the previous generation’s faults and suc-
cesses. Each generation faces new challenges. The
causes may not be as palpable as for previous gen-
erations, for Ukraine is now an independent country,
but that does not mean it is much less vulnerable than
before. We must still work to keep it free and inde-
pendent. There are other causes that are also impor-
tant for Ukrainian students of today. Commemorat-
ing the past from the Holodomor to Ukrainians being
interned in Canada during WWI is integral, as well
as facing current issues such as the AIDS epidemic
and the prevalence of human trafficking occurring in
Ukraine. SUSK wants to mobilize Ukrainian-Cana-
dian students in Canada and keep them involved.

This year the National Executive hopes to contin-
ue SUSK’s activities in establishing and maintaining

contact among member organizations

CTyneHT -

of SUSK and establishing new or reviving previous
student organizations. We need to come up with re-
freshing ideas so as not to disintegrate due to lack
of rejuvenation. This year there will be emphasis on
SUSK'’s development to achieve long-term continu-
ity, but it can’t do that without the help and commit-
ment of it member organizations. Ukrainian Student
Organizations need to understand that involvement
in SUSK is mutually beneficial and critical to the
longevity and success of all parties involved. The
success will be measured not in the number of Ukrai-
nian student organizations involved, but rather the
quality of what each local member is producing and
I am confident that this year’s National Executive
will be able to help SUSK achieve this. There will
also be emphasis on developing our contacts nation-
ally in aims to raise the national profile of SUSK.
In this respect, it was great to see over 60 registered
delegates from across Canada at the National SUSK
congress in Toronto.

For the 52nd National SUSK Congress, the Na-
tional Executive has set the date for the weekend of
February 12-14, 2010 in Edmonton to be hosted by
the Ukrainian Student’s Society at the University of
Alberta. Much of the discussion will be on the activi-
ties of SUSK member organizations and highlights
of the congress include a banquet, zabava and SUSK
Alumni reunion on Saturday night. The congress will
be followed by a ski trip with accommodations in the
Canadian Rockies. I hope the individual members of
each Ukrainian Student Organization find the pros-
pects of the congress interesting enough that they
will be able to come to Edmonton for the weekend
and stay to “Kickin’ it in the Kanadian Karpaty”.

Davay, Stavay i Ne Zabuvay!
Marco Jacuta

President — Ukrainian Canadian Student’s Union
(SUSK)
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On behalf of The
Ukrainian Canadian Stu-
dents’ Union the National CYCK Executive
would like to acknowledge and extend our sincere ap-
preciation to Pavlo Grod for his continued support of CYCK.
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Lost baggage?

Michael Ignatieff makes a feeble attempt to
reconcile with the Toronto’s Ukrainian Canadian
community. |[By Volodymyr Viguiliouk|

On May 8 recently minted leader of the Liberal
party of Canada and the leader of the opposition, Mi-
chael Ignatieff, met with representatives and leaders
of the Ukrainian Canadian community in Toronto.
The event was organized by the office of Borys Wrz-
esnewskyj, MP for Etobicoke Centre, and was held
at the Trident Banquet Hall. The meeting itself was
met with mixed feelings and plenty of disapproval
due to the strained relations caused by Mr. Ignatieft’s
depiction of Ukrainians within his book Blood and
Belonging. The motive for such a meeting appeared
quite clear to many, with a Conservative minority
and the economy in turmoil, an opportunity to cap-
ture some political brownie points was at hand.

In his remarks to those in attendance, Mr. Igna-
tieff expressed his ‘support’ for Ukraine’s territorial
integrity, NATO membership, and support for civil
society within Ukraine. There was mention of open-
ing a visa office in Lviv, however, no promises where
explicitly stated. The highlight of the meeting was
suppose to be an apology made by Mr. Ignatieff for
offending Ukrainians and depicting them the way he
did within his book. Though this did not happen, Mr.
Ignatieff instead arrogantly apologized for Ukraini-
ans being offended and not for his offensive views.
Although this sort of behaviour and arrogance did
not surprise many people, it did however reveal an-
other poor call by Borys Wrzesnewskyj. It appears
as though what was to be a smooth and all serving
reconciliation turned out quite messy for all parties
involved.

However, at the end of the day it was just another
example of political posturing and an attempt to re-
move political baggage in order to gain power. With
nothing tangible being offered to the Ukrainian com-
munity and with no real promises made, does Mr.
Ignatieff really think he can get rid of his Ukrainian

problem so easily?

"Ukrainian independence con-
Jjures up images of embroidered
peasant shirts, the nasal whine

of ethnic instruments, phoney

cossacks in cloaks and boots,

nasty anti-Semites."
- Blood and Belonging (1995) excerpt
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Home with a Heart Campaign

A Night at the Copacabana: Ukrainian Edition
By Julia Drozdowsky|

Barry Manilow once sang that the Copacabana
was the hottest spot north of Havana, but on May
22nd, 2009, the Co-
pacabana was the
hottest spot north
9§ of the 407. A Night

| at the Copacabana
4 was held as a fund-
g raiser for the Ukrai-
nian Canadian Care
Centre in Etobi-
coke, Ontario, and
its many residents.
The Home with a
Heart Campaign,
spearheaded by ¥
lIan Thnatowycz \
and Viktor Lischyna, began raising money for the

addition, and renovation, of the 4th floor of the Care \*

Centre, and the general upkeep of the residence.
Upon arriving, guests were personally greeted

by event co-chairs Donna Ihnatowycz and Myro- |\

cia Diakyn, and were instantly transported
to the days of vodka martinis, cloudy cigar
rooms and sequin covered showgirls. Wait-
ers served the evening’s signature drinks
and delicious hors d’oeuvres, while guests
caught up with old friends and took in the
Copacabana atmosphere.  Feather-filled
martini glass centerpieces towered over
each table and the sounds of Dean Martin
and Frank Sinatra filled the air. The imper-
sonators, and their harem of Copa girls, were
flown in from Las Vegas especially for the
gala and kept the 500 party-goers on their
feet all night.

The main success of the evening, how-
ever, rested in the message of the fundrais-
er’s campaign. The importance of caring
for our seniors was expressed several times
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throughout the night, and it seemed as though, by
attending the gala, each guest had promised to take
care of future generations of elders in any way that
they could. A Night at the Copacabana bridged three
generations of Ukrainians in an effort to preserve the
Ukrainian culture and to provide the quality care and
attention that our seniors deserve. For one evening,
young volunteers, their parents and their parents’
parents all joined together to celebrate the exciting
future of the Ukrainian Canadian Care Centre.

After Dean and Frank returned to Vegas and after
the last gala guests put away their dancing shoes, the
Home with a Heart Foundation had collected over
$150,000 for the Care Centre. Music and passion
were definitely the fashion that evening. A great
night for a great cause produced a great result for our
very deserving senior residents.
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Community Leader

Luba Zaraska — A Little Bit About Our Grass-
roots Philanthropist |By Krystina Roman|

Philanthropist, President, CFO, VP, grassroots
volunteer, mother of 3, and grandmother of 6, are
just a few words used to describe Luba Zaraska. This
mother and grandmother is renowned not only for
her larger than life personality but more importantly
her philanthropy and charity volunteering work.

Working fulltime for her
entire life as a non paid em-
ployee or volunteer, as well as
chair or board member of sev-
eral organizations Zaraska says
that, “Either you have it or you
don’t,” when asked about the
psyche of philanthropy. When
asked to define the word phi-
| lanthropy, the larger than life
philanthropist herself becomes
'8 humble, modest and has to take
8 2 moment to think about it,
“I’ve never looked it up in the
dictionary” is the first comment she says. This phi-
lanthropist or grass roots volunteer as she continu-
ally corrects me, just acts, does, and because of this
is seen as a leader through her actions. When asked
again what philanthropy means to her, Zaraska re-
plies again very simply, “Philanthropy, to me, means
helping others by any means possible.”

Citing her parents as an inspiration for her deep
involvement in the community not only through
funding organizations but participating and help-
ing to enable them, she also references the Ukrai-
nian community itself as an inspirational source. As
a child she remembers that Ukrainians constantly
gave, no matter how much or how little they had.
This made her aware, proud of her nationality and in-
spired her to do the same thing. Zaraska never gives
up, she’s infamous for her resiliency, never-ending

positive energy, and her “Never, ever
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stop” attitude. Asked where she got the inspiration
for her drive Zaraska replies that a quote about per-
severance told by her uncle stuck with her, “If you
can’t climb - go underneath, if you can’t go up — go
around. If not blast it and start all over.” If anyone
has had the honour of spending 5 minutes with her
they would understand she embodies and pushes the
quote to new levels.

Her work kicked off when she became a part of
the Parents Committee of the Ukrainian Canadian
School Board over 40 years ago. While her children
were attending Ukrainian school themselves Zaraska
became a part of the Ukrainian Canadian School
Board. This national organization aimed at uniting,
creating, operating all Ukrainian school programs
across the country, whether in day school, evenings
or weekends and ranging from programs for JK,
SK to high school was in need of new guidance,
and modernization. During the late 1960°s Zaraska
became the PTA president as soon as she began to
become involved. By taking an active role and with
goals to update funds, equipment, skills as well as
awareness she quickly moved up through the ranks
of the organization to become the president of the
entire organization. By expanding the school base,
Zaraska had a major influence on the shape of the
organization today. Starting with approximately less
than 10 schools nationwide, there are now 33 Ukrai-
nian Canadian designated schools in Ontario alone
(with 19 located in the Toronto area), and even more
programs than ever before. As a graduate of the pro-
gram she helped to rebuild and strengthen, it was an
honour to meet such an inspirational philanthropist.

Although she impacted the school board great-
ly this was just one of the many roles she played
throughout her philanthropy career. At any given
moment in her life Zaraska is associated with a mini-
mum of 3 organizations, all the while not being sim-
ply an active or enthusiastic participant but a presi-
dent, founder, executive, board member, volunteer
as well as an important contributor. Zaraska and her
husband are large supporters of the arts and helped to
shape and found includes the Ukrainian Millennium
Foundation. Created in 1986 by Zaraska and other
philanthropists, this organization was created to help
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unify the Ukrainian Catholic and Orthodox churches,
celebrate the millennia of Ukrainian Christianity as
well as create an arm for funding art, cultural and
musical projects. Although based on awareness and
education, this cultural Foundation began in Toronto
and currently has branches in Edmonton, Chicago,
New York, California and even England. Most re-
cently, as the VP of Sponsorship she raised $2 mil-
lion for the new Bortniansky Project, whose goal it
was to teach the pronunciation and articulation of the
Church Slavonic language to non-Ukrainian speak-
ers. Donating both her time and available funds,
again she succeeded in creating another lasting or-
ganization for the Ukrainian community not only in
Canada this time, but globally as well.

After starting to become involved in the com-
munity Zaraska started to realize that money is not
the only thing required by many organizations, but
her time and expertise. She likes to be referred to as
a grassroots philanthropist because, “A little goes a
long way. All the things really touch people on an
elementary level. It’s about the real action — blend
of time, money and resources that really helps the
community the most.” Through all these accomplish-
ments Zaraska shows no signs of slowing down, as
she is still an active member of several organizations,
continues her Tuesday Community Days and overall
is a shining example of a community believer who
lead through her actions. When asked what keeps her
going, she responds, “The results tend to inspire me.
You make one person’s life different and then you
can never stop.” Her efforts to make Canadian citi-
zens of Ukrainian nationality proud, aware, knowl-
edgeable and united have been truly remarkable. Her
ultimate goal of instilling the wisdom to “Give back
to your community, you live in it,” will continue to
reverberate throughout Ukrainian Canadian history.

* To meet and network with community leaders
such as Luba, register to take part in the Great
lakes SUSK Regional Congress.

Visit SUSK.CA to register and for more details.
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) BSUSK
o BRECIONAL
S BCONEERENCE

Great Lakes - Toronto

date | September 26, 2009
Place KUMF Gallery
2118-A Bloor St.W. suite 204
Toronto, ON M6S 1M8
time | 12:30-5:30

Program Includes:

Network fellow ex-
ecutives from all over
southern Ontario

Organize your energies
during our planning
session for all clubs.

Meet and learn from
experienced community
leaders during work-
shops.
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Aspiring Artist

Local Artist Shows Us What We’ve Lost |by
Matthew Cherkas|

The visual arts have always been a way to convey
concepts, and the art of printmaking has democra-
tized that communication. Oksana Hawrylak’s work
keeps in step with this framework, and often conveys
a clear nature oriented message that can be related to
in these times of big environmental choices faced by
governments and individuals alike.

Hawrylak is a student
at the Ontario College of
Art and Design (OCAD)
and is majoring in Print-
making. At the time of
printing, Hawrylak’s
F work was on display in
the Whippersnapper Gal-
lery, as part of a group
exhibition of printmak-
ing students at OCAD.
The show displays their

Oksana printing one of

the many layers using l'lthograph Worlt(l; ? print-
lithography Ing process that uses

limestone and various
chemicals to produce quality images. It is also from
where the modern process of offset lithography that
is used by all publications evolved. Trees are a no-
table theme throughout her work, but they represent
more than just a tree.

In her piece, “To be continued...” which is based
on the paneled comic book style, a tree is shown,
and it exclaims a lonely “Hello?” In the next panel,
a tree stump is shown with the classic comic sign of
frustration, “?@#!” In the background of this panel
is a polluted city sky line. The message is clear that
we have lost our ability to communicate with nature,
and the urban sprawl that destroys woodlands will
not stop anytime soon. “The title and the art work
together to make my message clear and simple,”
Hawrylak says. However, one can read into it further
and find other subjective ideas.
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Hawrylak’s series “Lost & Found” is made of
twelve prints that would not have nearly as much
meaning if presented individually. She says the im-
ages in it are, “Things that I own, or things that I
want to own, that are all made by hand or are ana-
logue technology.” Six of the prints are these objects
and they are all found among trees. The other six are
made up of the words “the trees”, “the sky”, and “the
fox” on various colours. In this piece, Hawrylak is
saying that we have largely lost the art of crafting
things by hand, due to the industrialization of so-
ciety. The words are indicating that the pure image
of these things has faded away from nature and our
minds because of life in the city, and all that remains
is the abstract idea represented by the word.

The final piece is a triptych, which are three sep-
arate prints that come together to make a dynamic
message. The three prints are very similar at first
glance, but a closer look reveals very different im-
ages. The first print is a view of a forest with various
trees. The second is a view of a magical forest, with
doors in the trees and orbs of light floating about.
The third image is unnerving and carries the most
weight, depicting a city that has sprawled uncontrol-
lably into the forest, the remaining evidence of it
being tree stumps. The message here is that the ur-
ban development we experience today has replaced
the imagination of the ancients when they lived in
harmony with nature. The first two represent things
to which the majority of western civilization cannot
relate. “You can walk in a forest, but chances are
you don’t live in a forest,” Hawrylak says, “I am not
against cutting down a tree to make some things, but
it should be done responsibly.” The triptych adds to
the whole message that with our desire for money
and material success, we have forgotten about nature
and the harmony, peacefulness, and imagination it
can bring to one’s life.

Overall, the set of work up in the gallery trans-
mits an overarching message of the schism between
humanity and nature because of the industrialization
and digitalization of society, and Hawrylak’s desire
to reconnect with what has been lost.

* continue next page for images of prints
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Left: To be continued...Part I, and To be contin-
ued...Part I1

Bottom left: This is a Forest, This is a Magical For-
est, This is No Longer a Forest, Triptic, Lithographs
2009

Bottom right: close up detail of the print “This is a
Forest”

“I am not against
cutting down a tree to
make some things, but it

should be done

responsibly.”
- Oksana Hawrylak
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Ponunne /lepeso - lapyHok aJis
MaiioyThHix Ilokosin

IIpuroam 3emuti Ha 3akep3oHHi |AHIpIK
Bonocnascekui|

Yy BU KOJIM L[IKaBWIKCSA O0aOMHUMHM 1 IiOBUMU
omnoBiganHsaMu? HameBHo Oarato 3 Hac JTrOOWIH
CIIyXaTH NpOo iXHI NPHUTOAH, 1 CTpAaIIMINCS IXHIM
HEIIACTSIM, aJic Ha JKaJib, MaJIO XTO 3 HAC Y JJUTHHCTBI
3aMUCyBaB Ti PO3MOBI/i, Ta MaM'sITh HAIIIMX POTUYIB
HE33aJI0BIO MOMaJic B TEMHOTY 3ary0ieHoi icTopii.

Ane e Hazis! e He 3a Mi3HO MOYATH 3aMUCyBATH
CBOIO POJIMHHY iCTOPIfO!

Bin nouarky, 1ie MOXKe 3/1aBaTHCs BEIETCHCHKIM
BHU30BOM, 0O HE3HA€THhCS A€ TO IMOYATH, 1 SIK TO
Ha30uparu iHdopMalliro Jierko. Bix cBoro gocsigy
y 1i crpasi (110 y HamI poauHi Bxe csrae no 1844
POKY), Nal0 Taki mopaau mo0 Bigpasy OJCKIIUTH
Tparo:

1) Tpeba cobi mnocraButn Mmexi. lLle He
pealicTH4HO AOCIHiKYBaTu mpo "ycix" B poIMHI.
Jlo6pwuii mouyarok, e Moxe Oyau (oxyc Ha oauH
'manmor' moxomkeHHs. Ha mnpuxmang: s, Mama,
MaMUHI 0aTbKH, iXHi 0aThKH, 1TI.

2) Po3nuraru cepen povHU, Y1 MOXKE XTOCh BXKE
Mae SIKyCch iH(OpMaIlifo 3alHcaHy.

3) Posnurarm mo poaumdax XTO Ma€ 3HUMKH
(mianucani) 1 JOKyMEHTH (Ha MPUKJIa]; MAaIIoPTH),
110 MOXKeTe 00CKaHyBaTH JI0 BaIllOi KHIDKKH.

4) ToryiiTe cobi cxeMH 3B'S3KIB KOXXHOI MaJoi
ponuHU, TOOTO OAaThKIB 1 JiTCH, OO MOBHHX CXEM
("mepeB") yacoM TSXKKO BMICTUTH Ha OJTHY CTOPIHKY.

Hactymuss  ¢asa, mwne 30uparu  iHTepB'IO.
Binginaiire 6aby Ta amiga, Ta MUTAWTH MPO iXHIX
pOANYIB, YMM 3aliMalics KO OyJIM MOJIOJMMH, SIK
nepexwu [omogomop, BiliHu, AkIiro Bicna, i Tak
naini. YacoMm crapuii He OyAyTh XOTITH TOBOPHUTH 110
NeSIKUX TeMax, ajie He migaaBairecs!

106 cobi mnonekmuTH IHTEPB'TO,
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MoxeTe kopuctyBarucs digital audio recorder, aGo
SIK Ma€Te KOMITIOTEpP 3 MIKpO(OHOM, TO MOXKHA COO1
3HATH 3 IHTepHETy Taki mporpamu sk Audacity,
IO BaM JaJyTh BMIJICTh 3allMCyBaTH PO3MOBH Ha
TI3HINY aHaTi3y.

[Ticns kinmbka ceciii iHTEpB'I0, Ta 3 KiTbKOMa
3HUMKaMH, BXK€ € TAPHUH T0YATOK KHIKKH POANHHOT
icropii. 11lo6 cBsaTKyBartn, BHOepiTe OxHE Micle,
IO Ballli pOAWHI AyKe Ba)KJIMBE; Tall MOIABTE TaM
BiaBigaTu. Hema Takoro, mo0 CTOSTH Ha THX CaMHX
cTexKax ne 6aba i mimo xomwim, i 30eperT iXHIO
MaM'sTh JUISl HACTYTTHBOTO MOKOJIHHS.

Baxaro BaM 1macTs 1 BelMKoro ycmixy!

Amnppiit BogocnaBcekuit
YCK - TopoHTo

"Anopiil yvoco nima 8i08idas ce0i NPeoKiecvKi
3eMi Ha 3axkep30HHi, ma i 3HALUL08 2pOOU OesAKUX
ceoix 6abis i 0idie. Ha 3numyi, AnOpiil knaxae
0insa epoby ceoei npa-npa-6aodyi, 1834-1944,
nocmasugwiy Ho8i ceiuku i kgimku."
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UCC meets with
Michael Ignatieff

Primary issue advanced on behalf
of SUSK was youth mobility re-
gimes. By Danylo Korbabicz|

This past month, SUSK was giv-
en the distinct opportunity to engage
with this nations political leadership.
As part of a small delegation headed
by the Ukrainian Canadian Con-
gress, our External Relations Direc-
tor, Danylo Korbabicz, joined other
representatives for a two hour meeting with Michael
Ignatieff, Leader of the Official Opposition and Lib-
eral Party of Canada. The meeting took place in To-
ronto at Campbell House on July 31st. The meeting
began with Ignatieff speaking to some of the con-
troversies stemming from his book and documentary
Blood and Belonging. He started by highlighting his
family ties to Ukraine as well as his frequent visits
there. In response to past criticisms, he stated un-
equivocally that “there exist derogatory terms, with
which I wish to disassociate myself...I believe that
the Ukrainian people are a great nation and support
the sovereignty and independence of Ukraine.” After
this statement the discussions centred on issues of
importance to the Ukrainian Community. Collective-
ly community representatives addressed Ukrainian
social, economic, and democratic development, the
prospect of NATO integration, the Canadian Multi-
culturalism Act, Ukrainian Internment, and the re-
cent cutting of funds to Ukrainian programming at
Radio Canada International. Of special note was the
conversation Danylo advanced regarding a proposed
Canada-Ukraine Youth Mobility Agreement. SUSK
has been a strong proponent of lessening Canadian
visa regimes for Ukrainian youth, and more specifi-
cally, university students. Canada currently has active
Youth Mobility Agreements with several East Euro-
pean states, including Poland. The creation of these
agreements has resulted in more than 22,000 young
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Canadians choosing to travel and work abroad in ap-
proximately 40 countries each year, and 36,000 for-
eign youth working and travelling in Canada. SUSK
believes that strengthening these type of diplomatic
ties with Ukraine will help advance a broad range
of goals relating to democratization, economic ad-
vancement, and social integration. Danylo noted that
programs such as the Canada Ukraine Parliamentary
Internship Program need to be advanced more ag-
gressively, in order to expose Ukrainian youth to
Western models of civic engagement, free markets,
and free media. The endeavours also help strengthen
ties between the Diaspora and Ukraine. Furthermore,
Youth Mobility Agreements are also typically seen
as enablers of lesser visa restrictions more broadly,
if they are proven to be successful. At the end of the
meeting both the Ukrainian Canada Congress and Ig-
natieff's office released concurrently a press release
which highlighted some of these policy discussions.
SUSK will continue to advance Youth Mobility at fu-
ture meetings with other parliamentarians.
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